
Even though I know you won't read this I want to say what I wasn't able to on Saturday. 

To my Dad, Bill Simmonds: 

We met when I was around 10 or 11. My father had left my mother while we were on vacation and in 

1985 she started bringing you around. At first I didn't think much of it but as it became more serious I 

thought of you as a threat at first. My mom married you and you accepted me as yours. I was a 

disrespectful little kid and pushed your respect at every turn. It took me until I was around 16 years 

old when I went to visit my father one night. He acted as if he had no time for me and broke my 

heart. Then it hit me right between the eyes that I had someone at home that wouldn't treat me badly 

or as if I meant nothing to him. It was Bill. From that point on I changed. I treated him as if he was 

my birth father. And he became much more to me. He was my role model and mentor as to what a 

Dad is. When I became an adult, husband and father I took what I learned from him. When people 

say to me "you're a good father" I reply with I had a great teacher. When people ask me about my 

father I say that my father gave life to me but my Dad taught me what to do with it. To me you 

weren't a step-father you were my Dad plain and simple. There's a saying I use and it fits here 

"Anyone can be a father but it takes a special person to be a dad." In the words of Brad Paisley "He 

didn't have to be" but he will always be my dad and I wouldn't be who I am if it wasn't for him.  

I Love You Dad and will miss you more than you can know. 

Your Son, 

Ron 

 

https://www.facebook.com/bill.simmonds1

